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Tu this comprehensive treatise by an eminent liv-
fng reonomiist of Helginm, the subiect of property is
eonsidered exclusively in s histotieal relations,
withont reference to any abstract theory cone erming
s origtn or validity, avd showing that ownership
Lins asstimed varions forws at different epochs of
pociety, and conseqnently s susceptible of new de-
velopments aith the progress of ¢ ivilization, The
pupose of the author is to furnish an historical
sketelof the primitive forms of property, W :lhm:l
dedmcing any concliusions s to the eriginal rieht ;
problem, in his opinion, w Lich cannot he solved ll\
reasonings fromm  lstory, ],umm.' un lII!tIlIJHIIII
nas existed, even through a loug succession of ages,
it does not follow that it is just, or that it is worthy
of indefinite perpetuation. Tis existence, however,
for many centuries indicates that 1T was adapted 1o
Yuman requirements duriug the time for which it
wus maintaingd. The primitive idea of property,
wmoreover, a8 practiced by ancient soc ieties, nnder
the sway of & universal sentiment of natural jus-
tice, appeans to the author to be in aecordance with
1he fecling of equality and charity which are the
cardinal principles of the Christion religion, and
with the reforms in civil laws which seemed to be
demanded by the development of the industrial or-
gunizgtion.

The history of property, says M. Laveleye, lias
pover been written, Roman law and modern law
grew up at @ time when the primitive collective
forms of landed property had faded out of the menr
orv of man,  Henee 1t is difficult to coneeive of
property except acenrding to the prov isions of the
Tustitutes and the Civil Code, We thus ignore the
law of gradual development which prevailstirongh-
ont history. It is onlyat a comparatively recent
period, and nfter a series of suecessive evolutions,
that individun) ownerstlup of land beciwme estab-
Nished in its present form,

The contse of civilized custom, in this reeard, is
eubjected by the author to a Ieid and thorough
gualysis, So long as the primitive mau lived by
thie chase, by fishing, or by gathering the wild fruits
of the carth, be eonsideved nothing as his own Tt
what hie had gained by his personal strength or
#kill. Under the nastoral system, the notion ol
property i the soil beging to spring up. 118, hiow-
ever. limited to that portion of the land which
serves for grazing the flocks and herdsof cae W tribe,
The idea of a personal richt in the soil is direetly up
posed to the conditions ol pastoral life. A portion
of the land was temporarile put nnder enltivation,
and the agricultura! system was established, The

territory of  the trile, however, remains
ae  its pmdwvided property, The nrable lawd, |
the pasivrage, aud  the forests  are farmed
in common.  Subseqguently, the cultivated Tl

i distributed by lot among the several families: a

terporary nght of oce upation is thus allowed to the
individual 3 hat the soil still reeains the collective
property of the clan. to whom it refurns from time
to time for a new partition. This was the system
of the Goerman tribe in the time of Tacitns. The
next step in individnatization was allntting the pars
cels to groups of patriarchal families dwelling in
the same honse and “.-rkmu together for the com-
non beneflt, as in ealy and France in the Middle
Awes, und 1n Servia at thy present tine Finally in-
Qividual hereditary property appears, bt still tied
down by nuwerots restrictions. The absolute per-
somal right, which is detined by the Givit C ade, nnd
which alone is fomiliar to ns it the present day, wos
not fully established until after o long provees ol
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suthor draws a striking parallel between the lot ol
the Manchester mechanic snd that of the Swiss
commoner. The oue lives in an atmosphere thick
with smoke ; his lodging is a dirty garret in an un-
healthy lave ; and the gin palace his only diversion,
The other breathing the pure Alpine air enjoys the
healthy influence of magniticent healthy surround-
inge.  Hois well ldged ; enltivates bis own field ;
erows a part of his supply of foud @ is attached 1o
the soil which he oceupies, to the village in whose

administration he takes part, and to the canton | Bayard Ilm.w \l;'i:l.llﬁldn“.. ru:ul- 8 “f"1' 'l?‘ll{ll.lﬂfmlll

. (b | A or, Uolodn I8

whose lnws he makes divectly. ast ey ”rb |. Ayast l‘}" V. bealory: e "-:t:.
‘o lusi i reley v | Thomna Hill, LG, 1, eX-Pres of Harvard; Dr. Lippine

In the conclusion of his work, M. Laveleye sug- | Llomas L LL, Lo b et g 0 1, Professor Wont:

gests that the forms of property cannot be subjected | worth, Profeseor B, Roth, Goveriog Boutt, Hop, Thowas V.

Covper aud wthers,

For Young Ladies—Country.

ler'u,\\r FON COLLEGE and CONSERVA-
TORY ol MUSIHC for YOUNG LADIES, Trombied fta
nimber last year, $000; no extras ;. Rilide O o free.  Jov.
1 A, PATERSON, A, M., Presidvat, Wughaaton, N. Y. __
OTTAGE SEMINARY for Young Ladies,
1"l . Montgomeny Co, l'—nu - Lr|||v~ ty-elielith an-
i) Aess omaon THL RS LHeph T IS llull'hlun

Phitla. and Toeading 1L 1. 40 fl:—m 1 Inl-ll'i 1y b
ber. For catiloguon apply G, Batler, A. I'rlurlgn-.
Iutliru,

to any absolute rales,  The most perfect onder isnot
the same for savages and civilized nations, A #ys-
tem which in one plice secures the greatest produe-
tion and the most equitable distribution, may have
different resulis elsewhere, amd 1 that case is no
longer right, The hest form of property, at a given
epoeh, s to be learned from the study of wan's na-
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The method of enltivation ie moditied in propor-
wnnity, Cupi-

tion s property 15 evoly il from o
tal contribites what was hefore derived from the
extent of the territory. At first the erltivatios
frregalar,  The natural vegetatior hnraed on the
surface, and grain is grown in the After thia
the soil 1ests for eighteen or twenty vears, In this

way the Tartars enitivate buckwheat, and the in-
habitants of the Ardenues rye, Later, on 2 small
portion of the seil 18 saccessively put into enltiva-
ton, aceurding to the triennial rotation, while the
greater part remaing oS COmmMon perinrage for the
hierds of the vitlage, This is the system of Russia
and of Aucient Germany. \I.l erwanls the eattle are
better herded, maunre 15 eolléeted, the felds are en-
elosedd, roads are marked, gud the land is maproved
T'his tsthe modern agricultyre, the sys-
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The conenrrent progress of properiy and of ngriel-

ture i= phi Light by the ost recent
researches,

M. Laveleye attaches supreme importinee to the
employment of the historie method in the nvesti-
gation of the sulject, v recont wonderiul  dis-
coveries in comparative phitelogy and mythology
have thus been made, ‘The same method, it is be-
lieved, if appiied to the origin of law, wonld throw
new light on the primitive plases of the progress of
civilization, 1t wonld be seen that Jaws are not
the arbitrary product of hnman wishes, but the re-
sult of cert ecomomic necessitivs on the one
haud, and of certain ideas of justice and moral olili-
gation on the other. These ideis and necessities have
acted in the e wiy in ull societies, at a certain
period of their development, but all riees have not
advaneod at the same pace. While some had al-
yendy passed out of the primitive comumunity ut the
commencement  of  their  historieal  existence,

» others #rill continued 10 practise a system which
dates from the very commencement of civiliza-
tion. The Greeks and Romans recognized property
in the so! from the earliest periods of their his-
tory, The Slavs, on the other hand, still retan the
colloctive system. As the comparative study of
plants aud animals which are still found in certain
loealities, belongiig to a former periol of geological
development hias been attended will eminent ser-
vice, 8o, the author affirns, will the inquiry into
primitive institutions which have been preserved
among auy nations till onr own time, throw great
light on a state of civilization whicli is elsewhere
lost in the abyss of antiquity, In pnrgning the lus-
torieal study, the suthor flest deseribes the gvstem
of village commmuities, as they sill exist in Russin
and Java : he then considers their prevalenes in an-
clent Germany and in mwost of the known Enrepean
nations : closing with an aceonut of the fawily com-
mutties whicl were o widely spread in the Middle
Ages, and a type of which can siill be foumd among
the Southern Stave of Austrin s Torkey.

One of the most interestin apters of tho volume
is devoted 1o an acconnt of the Allmends, the
volicetive svstem which prevails in Switzerland, a
topie which is not generally understond, and eon-
cerning which there are hut seanty sonvees of infor-
wation.  In the primiftive cantous of thet country,
M. Laveleye remarks, institutions of the most
demoeratic ehisractor hve seenrwd the jubabitanis
from the n remote time, in the enjoymout of
Liberty, equality, order, wod a high degive ot happi-
pess, There has never been a mwore radical demoe-
raoy than that which has existed for a thousand
vears in Switzerlamwd, In several of the cantons
the people govern thomselves direetly withoat any
intermediate representative hody, fn the spring of
the year all the citizens of full nge meet in a single
assoulily in the open air 10 poss laws, and choose ex-
cseutive ufficers,  The communes (lownships) enjoy
almost abeolnte self-government, They not ouly
frame their own regulations, ut even their own
constitutions, They whwinister everything relating
o their scliools, churehes, the potice, the 1oads, and
the eare of the poor. The Swiss township 18 nol
merely a political and administrative institution,
baut it is also an economical institution, 1t does not
sunply iive abstract rights to its members, but pro-
cures them also iu somo measure the mesius of ex-
istence. It not only supplies the expenses of the
school, the church, the police, aud the roads, but se-
cures to the mewbers the enjoyment of property, the
essential condition of true liberty and independenee,
The lands of the comumunes are divided into private
propertres and public domaius, The common torri-
tory consista of threo distinet portions, forests,
meadow, and cultivated land. It is & domnin man-
sged according to strict rules of systematic agri-
culture, All the inhabitants take part in its wanage-
ment, aud the produce 15 as great as that on private
gstates, The doman provides thoss whe wrgen- | J
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